
 

 
 

8 April 2020 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
First, and of greatest importance, I hope you and your family are safe and well. As parents of a school child 
with a disability in times like we have never experienced before, I understand 
that you may be asked to step into the role of supporting your child’s learning in ways that are 
perhaps unfamiliar to you.  I also understand the responsibilities and pressure you must be facing 
as you care for your family, help your children with their learning, and in many cases, continue 
your own work.  I want to assure you that we care about you in these trying times and appreciate 
you working together with us on behalf of our children. 
 
I also want to assure you that we are working hard to provide your child’s school and  
teachers with guidance to support you and your child during this difficult time.  In these uncommon 
circumstances, special education services will be provided differently than they are when school is open as it is 
not possible to provide full  Individualized Education Program (IEP) services while school is closed.  As you 
know all students (regardless of disability) are out of school at this time.   During the time of school closure 
where learning opportunities and ongoing connections with teachers and service providers are encouraged, we 
will continue to develop ways to provide special education service opportunities remotely.   But just as 
nondisabled students are not receiving a full school day of instruction at this time, special education 
opportunities will be similarly limited.  Our goal is to keep all students connected with school and academically 
engaged, but parents should not expect that a full “school” experience will be delivered remotely.  By now you 
should have received communication from your child’s EC teacher.  If you have not, please email the EC 
teacher or contact your child’s school principal for the teacher’s contact information.  
 
You should expect that members of your child’s IEP team will check in with you to help you and your child 
access these services.  Although these services are different than those provided when school is open, your 
child’s IEP will not need to be changed.  Once school fully resumes, your child’s IEP team will follow up with 
you to determine next steps in supporting your child’s special education. 
 
If the annual review of your child’s IEP is due during the time of school closure, you will be contacted by a 
member of the IEP team and given the opportunity to participate in an IEP review meeting remotely.  If you 
agree, the meeting will be held at a time and by means you and the team members agree upon.  
 
Again, we encourage families, students, teachers, and school administrators to work together to find ways to 
support your child during these challenging times.  Above all, please stay safe and healthy. 
 
Sincerely, 
Tina C. Tasker, Ed.S. 
Director of Exceptional Children  
 


